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METRDPOLITAW OPER& FOUSE e _q;; NY g
- Address: 1423 Broadway, between’ West 39th and West hgih Streets, ?
' ' : . New York, New York County, New York. . . &
‘Present Owner: = The building has been aemolnshed but the Metrogolltan ?f
- o Opersa. Asscciation, Tnc., stlll ouns ﬁhe 51te. P .
Statément of The Metropolitan Opera House was the home or the
Significance: Metropolitan Opera Compeny from 1883 until 1966 and 6ur~

ing thoge eighty-three years played an important role

in operatiec tradition. Although the building, designed
by J. Cleveland Cady, did nct have a particuldflj @iu~.f
tinguished exterior, its interior placed 1t anong the
great opere houses of the world. S

PART I. HISTORICAL THFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Original and subsequent owners: Legal description of the

6 ‘ property: The building oceupied Lot 1 in Block 815.
Date Grantor Crantee
/121881 Coggili  Julia M, The Metropoliten Opera
Liber 1594, widow of Company

page 185. Coggill Frederick W.

h/lﬁ/lggl Sturges Busan The Metropeolitan (Upers
. Lidber 1594, widow of Company

page 188. Sturges Thomas T.

L/12 /1831 Johnson Charles The Metropelitan Cpersa

Liber 159, Rebecea Company

mge 190, :

h12/1841 MeGaw  John A. The Metropolitan Opers

Liber 155k,  (Exrs. & Trus. of) Company

page 192. Woodbury Freeman P.

Charles H.
Dickens Allen C.

(Trustees)
h/12/15881 lopper Harriet J. The Metropcolitan Opers
Liber 159h, Goorge F. Company

page 194,
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S '-1;«/12/1881. Crook  Andrew - R The Metropohtan Opera
o Liber 1594, 0 Amelia o ' - Compagy .- :

vage 157, L : . :
L/i2/1881 Monaghan Roge;_ The Metropoliten Opcra

- Liver 1504, Amn” ' Company

Lopage 199. S : '
6/7/1884 - Metropolitan Opera House ' The Me ufOpoutan Improvemem
Liber 1820, Company of New York Company
page 6. Limited ' L
3/14/1893 Thomson David - - Metropolitan Opera & Real
Liber 17, (Ret'.) : Estate Compaiy
page kil Bowery Savings Bwn_’&

(Plaintiff) -
-—against-

- Metropolitan Opers House
Company of New York

et al
{(Defendents)
- 6/28/19k0 Metropolitan Opera and Metropolitan Opera
Liber L067, Real Estate Co. Association, Inc.

b 7 ' : page 98,

2. Date of erection: The Lirst performance in the building
was held on October 22, 18383.

3., Architect: J. Cleveland Cady (1838-1919).

b, Builder, suppliers: The interior decoration was under the
direction of E. P. Treadwell of Boston.

5. Originel plans and construction. The opers house was bullt
ag & result of the grest scciasl demand for boxes which could
not be met at the cld Academy of Music., The Tollowiig
articles provide lengthyy detailed dezcriptions of the
building at the time of its opening:

The Hew Opera Hous he HNew-York Times ¥ 1883
"The Hew Opera House,'" The New-York T , October 23, 1883,
Pe odoe

Schuyler, Mombgemery. "The Metropolitan Opera-House,
Harper'e Few Month Uy Mapszine, LEVIT (TIOVerﬂJei, _853)

ST1=609.

Van Rensselaer, M, ¢. "The Metropolitan Opera-House, New York,"

The American Architect and Duillding HNews, XV (February 16,

188LY, T6-17, B6-59.




- bangings, and the removal of the baignoire boxes,. which were
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Alterations and additions: The interior of the opera house &

vas severly damaged by fire on Auvgust 27, 1892. “Th.the re- . .
building several major InprovemEﬂts wers made 1mcludjng the
installation of electric lights and ‘new red and gold: silk

replaced by 350 orchestra circle scats and meroved storage
gpace. .

In 1503 the interior underwent a major redecoratien. Carrere
& Hastings supervised changes to the proscenium arch and
added a new smoking room and foyer at the grand tier level.
New seats vere installed in the auvditorium and new terrszzo
floor laid. W. and J. Sloane supplied new silks and carpets.

The color scheme was changed to deep. red and gold. The . stage.

vag remodeled in order to handle more scenery ny Carl Lauten'
& Clagen of Munich. :

In November, 1905, a new curtain of Figurced pold damask was
ingtalled, and in 1906 the first rows of orchestra seats

wvere removed. For the 1908-9 season two electritc elevators

to the family circle level were put into operation, and new
folding orchestra chairsg and orchestra pit. lovering epparatus
ingtalled. .Soon efter, a rehearsal room was built at the

40th Street and Suventh Avenue. corner of the building and in

1921 another room was built at the southwest corner.

Tn 1934-35 the bullding was again renovated. The exterior

was sandblasted. On the interior new orchestra secats, an ice
water system and new electrical eguipmenl were installed. :
Terrazzo [loors were 1aid in the outer lobbies andezidrepxoaf :
asbestos curtain huné. : -

In 1036 the building received a new roof and a new heating
systen, and padded seats wers insialied in the family cirecle.

In 1540 the porte cocheres were reconstrucited and the box
cffice improved. The interior was painted and re- Ldrp@teu
and the grand tler boxes were replaced by 14k seats.

The last performance was held on April 16, 1966, and the new .
opera house at Lincoln Center opened the following September.

Important old views: Both the Museum of the City of New
York and the New-York Historical BSociebty have old photographa
of the extericr of the building.

Sources of Information

l.

Secondary and published sources:

Ddrkimire, William H. The Planning and Construetion of Amerlcani
Theatres. New York: -John Wiley & Sons, 1906, :
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Fompetitive Deulgn Prepared for the Metropoliten Opera
- House, New York, N. Y., Messrs. Potter & Robertson, - - -
Architect, New York, N, Y. ," The American Architect and -
Building Nev 5 VITI {November 13, 18807, 23835, plates
no. 255, o

"$8-Million is Goal to Savs‘ Old Met," The 1\Iew York ‘I':Lmes
April 7, 1966. :

"'Farewell for a Grand Old Met Will Open 5 New Era in City's
Operatic History," The New York Times, April 15, 1966,
p. k3. .

"Hartford Puts Up '01d Met' Surety,” The Nev York Times,
August 18, 1966, ' :

"Hearing Coming on Met Reprieve," The Wew York Times, June

28, 1966,

"Huntington Hart*‘orﬁ Offer Wins S-Day Delay of Met Demoiltlon,
The Ney York Times, August 12, 1966,

Kolodin, Irving. The Metropolitan Opera 1883-1966. Hew
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966. .

' ‘ . ' "Mayor Supporte Savi ng, pld Met," The New York T Times, HMarch
SR ' 2k, 1966,

Merkling, Frank; Freeman, John V.; and Fitzgerald, Gerald.
dhe Golden Heorsesnoe, the Life and Times of 1*=' Metro-
politan Opera House. New York: The Viking Press, 1969.

”“qe't B.Lll Alarms Opera Executlve ' The Wew York Times, May

2, 1966.

"The letropolitan Cpsra House,” The Auerican Architect and
PBuilding Hews, XXVIIT (5cp¢ wber 10, 1092), 157.

"The New Cpere House," The New-York Times, October 23, 1883,
Pe 1.

"The Wew Stage of tihe Letropolitan Opera House," SclentiTic
Americun, XC (February 6, 1)0’L) 117-118.

Peltzer, Mary Bilis. DBehind the Gold Curtain, New York:
Forray Straus and Co., 1950.

Preston, Stuart, ed. Farewell to the 01d House. Garden
City, M. Y.: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1966.

. . ghuyler, Montgomery. “The Metropolitan Opera-House,"
Herper's New Monthly Masazine, IXVIT (November, 1883),

877-C89,
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Stokes, I. N. P. Tconography of Manhattan Igland., New
York: Robert H. Dodd, 1915.

Van Rensselaer, M. G. "The Metropolitan Opera-House, New
York," The American Architect and Building News, XV
(February 16, 188L), 76-77, 86-89.

Likely sources not yet investigated: Archives of the
Metropolitan Opera Company.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Architectural interest and merit: The Metropolitan Opera
House was the home of the Metropolitan Opers Company from
1883 to 1966 and during those eighty-three years played an
important role in coperatic tradition. Although the building,
degigned by J. Cleveland Cady, did nct have a particularly
distinguished exterior, its interior placed it among the great

PART TT.
A, General Statement
1.
opera houses of the world.
2. Condition of fabric: Democlished.
B. Degcription of Exterior

Number of stories: Two through seven stories.
Number of bays: The Broadway facade is eleven bays wide.

Over-all dimensions: The following are approximate measure-
ments: Broadway side 205'~0"; Seventh Averue side, 198'-0";
39th Street side, 285'-0"; and LOth Street side, 230'-0".

Layout, shape: The building is trapezoidal.

Wall construction, finish and color: Yellow brick laid up in
running bond with brick and terra cotta belt courses.

Structural system, framing: Probably iron and/or steel frame.

Porches: Otone entrance steps with ornamental metal marquee
at entrances on Broadway, West 39th and West hoth Streets.

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Triple-arched doors on Broadway, West
39th and West LOth Streets provide major means of public
access to house, Various doorways on Seventh Avenue and
side streets provide service and freight entrance. Par-
ticulary high narrow scenery door near north end of
Seventh Avenue elevation.
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D.. Windows: Round-headed, one-over=one-light double-hung
gash in corner office towers.  Broadway side: Rectan-
gular casement windows at second floor level with terra
cotta surrovnds; large triple arched windows over entrance.
with ornamental fanlights, Third floor windows separated
with terrs cotla sculptured panels. Side and rear eleva~
tione:  geveral sizes of round headed, circular, rectan-
gular and segmental arched windows including two large
multi-pane windows on Seventh Avenue elevation.

2. Roof:

8. Shape, covering: Flat over most of building; gabled over
anditorium and stage; roofl gardens over entrances.

bh. Cornice: Terra cobtta cornice.
C. Description of Interior

1. Tloor plans: Rectangular auditorium surrounded on three sides
by offices, service rooms, stairways, bars, and restaurant.

2, Stairways: Pwe parallel stairweys with open well betusen go
_ up fron Broadway lobby. At northeast and southeast corners
. . . of auditorium passageway are stairvays with oval runs. Pre-
' o fabricgbed metsl stairs with cast iron railings.

3. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster, painted in plain colors in
aress oubslde of auditorium. Occasionsl ceiling paintings of
cherubs and flowers on stairways and passagevays.

L, Decorative features and trim: High squarc proscenium with
crmamental plaster frawe, latitice sides above broken columns
bearing comedy and tregedy wesks, scrolls of musice, instru-
ments, all garlanded with Tlowers. Central oval cartouches
with elaborate enframement of leaves, topped with comedy and
tragedy wmscgke. Three panels to either side containing nzmes
of composers; panels separated by oval grilles screcned by
Iyzes and ornamented with cherubs playing flutes and holding
Jealy garlands with drape around rrilles, nome paneis and
orpgmental musical instrunents. Top ormament terminates at
gides of proscenium with large masks in an attitude of singing
surrounded by floral wreaths. Cove ceiling with medillion
cornice,  Cove divided into sccelions decorated with rectan-
gular pancels with elaborate enframements of lsaves, (rult,
serolis, and mueilcsl instruments. DRear sccetion of «ove
omitted to provide room for Tamily clrole seating. Main
ceiling surface {lat, lattice work centering om large

: conical erystal crandelier. Ceiling framed with wide orna-
. : mental bend featuring ponels, vegetation and wusicel instiue
. menbs.  Oval ceiling paintings at front, rear, and sides,
elaborate frames topped by wasks. Fascia of zrend tier Doxes
formed into bays, decorated with cartouches and leafy gar-



o

: ¥

ME”ROPOLITAE OFERA HOUﬁE
CHABS No. NY-5486 (Page T}

lands. Upper three balconles smooth in- CUTVaELUre,  Orng-
-mented with leafy gwags and cartouches and studded with

light Tixtures. The second balcony is similar but lacks
cartouches and ig more delicate in ornsment that the upper
hoxes,  Boffit of second baleony ornamented with moldings
and floral Gesigns.in plaster to correspond to outline of

_grand bier boxes. below,. A1l ornsmental plaster Cinisghed
" din gold lea_._' : - : '

Notable'hardware; Ceramic drinking fountains with backsplash
depicting children playing pipes of pan in leafy setting.

Iighting: Electrical,

Heatings Central Steam,heata

Site and uqrroundln““‘

i,

2,

Orientation* Broadway facade faces Fast.

Outbulldlnﬂ' Warehouse on West L4Oth Street west of Seventh
Avenuc used to store scenery which was tV“n ferred to house,
scene by scene, and stored on Beventh Avenve sidewali until
ready for use, :

Prepared by Diana 5. Waite
Architectural Historian
August, 1068



